Josephine Plays Billiards at the Tuileries
to more intelligible things"; meaning, "Things, dear lady,
that will bear more directly on your case."
"Also," the rapid voice of Napoleon went on, "you will
diminish the number of marriages. For why should people
marry if they can have children without the expense and
inconvenience of marriage? If adoption is approved, it
must be only as a supplement to marriage. And the
adopted must in all cases be under age. No especial privi-
leges for you, Citizen Cambaceres."
Flaws in the section on nullification now came up; and
Cambaceres had a case for point.
"Suppose," he said, "a soldier returns after ten years.
He expects to marry his affianced cousin, who is rich;
but this cousin's guardian substitutes his own daughter
instead. Where would be your consent in such a case ?"
"You must not," shot back the first consul, "consider
marriage only as a matter of business. The dowry is a
mere incident. The true union of husband and wife is the
important point."
This noble sentiment was all that Josephine could pick
out from the confusion of technicalities; and her face ac-
cordingly brightened. Even in the dusk of the gallery
Fouche could see that. But now Napoleon had nailed
another clause.
"This, through omission, is all wrong," he declared.
"The bride should realize that she is passing from the
guardianship of her father to that of her husband. The
official at the ceremony should in all cases exact a promise
of such obedience. Yet you have provided no such formula.
Even the priests had one; and, though the bride and
groom, being human, may not have listened, all the bridal
party heard and were impressed. Write it in.
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